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BERYL BOARDMAN — TRIBUTE 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [9.47 pm]: Tonight I rise to reflect on the life of Beryl Boardman. Whilst 
I had met her more than once, I do not profess to have known her. She was, though, an incredibly important part 
of the Labor Party and the Labor movement in the North Metropolitan Region that I now represent. 
Sadly, Beryl passed away last week at the incredible age of 96 years old. Up until the last few years, Beryl had 
attended branch meetings regularly. She was a stalwart of the party along with her late husband, Jack, who himself 
was tragically killed in the 1990s crossing Beaufort Street on his way to a Labor Party meeting. They were active 
members of both the Karrinyup branch and then the Scarborough–Karrinyup branch when they merged, which then 
evolved into the Sunset Coast branch of the Australian Labor Party. Beryl worked on every election campaign, state 
and federal, including mine in 2013. She was a member of the broad left, was a delegate to Stirling electorate council 
and state executive and, for many years, was the secretary of the Scarborough and Districts Progress Association.  
As a nurse in her younger years and the mother of three sons, Beryl was very involved with her community and 
was a member and supporter of the Friends of Trigg Bushland and other local groups. She fought to save 
Scarborough High School from closure by the Barnett government and she was a great supporter of peace movements 
and the United Nations Association of Australia.  
Beryl and Jack were active parents in local schools, especially Scarborough High School where Beryl volunteered 
for many years, including well after her sons had graduated. Beryl and Jack also had deep connections with the 
local Noongar people and many of the older people would remember them. They would remember being invited into 
their home in Scarborough and that Jack was a taxidriver who often gave free rides to those who could not afford to 
pay. She and Jack were generous and genuine people who were much loved by their friends and local community.  
A volume could be written on both Beryl and Jack and their intellectual and community pursuits and volunteer work. 
Beryl loved the Labor Party. She was thrilled whenever Labor was successful and until recently enjoyed discussing 
politics and current events. She was an avid reader and watched and listened to every news broadcast available. 
Beryl loved to keep up with world events and believed in and worked her whole life for social justice and equality. 
This is indeed a sad week for the Labor Party in the North Metropolitan Region as we have truly lost one of our 
shining lights. Beryl has left a legacy and a hole in the local branch of the Labor Party that cannot be readily filled. 
Her family should rightly be extremely proud of her. The Australian Labor Party acknowledges her contribution to 
not just the party, but her local community and the state of Western Australia as a whole.  
Vale Beryl Boardman. 
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